A monthly newsletter of the Fallsmead Elementary School PTA

www.fallsmeadpta.org

February 2009

Friday
Diaper Donation ends

Monday
No School — Presidents Day

Tuesday
Registration Deadline for Science
Fair

Wednesday
Science Fair, 7:00-9:00 pm

Friday
Pizza Professionals {4rade)

Saturday
Kids Club, 6:00-9:30 pm

Thursday

California Tortilla Fundraiser,
Rockville Town Center,

3 pm — closing

Friday
Early Release Day — 12:35 pm

March 2009

Sunday
International Festival, 1:00-4:00 pm

Tuesday
PTA Meeting, 7:15 pm in APR

Thursday
Festival of the Arts, 6:00-9:00 pm

MSA Testing

Saturday
Kids Club, 6:00-9:30 pm

Monday
Artist in Residence begins

Monday
No School — Professional Day
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THE SILENT AUCTION NEEDS YOUR HELP!

PTA thanks Mr. Stanley Reid, who is donating anogtaphed soccer ball, an autographed Frisbee, a
autographed basketball, a 5 on 1 basketball ganteadree overtime sports membership! Now it’srytoun—
what can you do to help make this year’s Silenttimc& Spring Fair the best ever? Donations doh#ote to be
complicated. Be creative! Consider asking foroaation from a business (your own or one that yatignize
frequently. They can claim their donation on thax form as PTA is a 501c3 organization). Puetbgr a fun,
themed basket with some friends. With the MCPSgktdituation looking difficult for the coming yeahe
money we raise through the auction will be impartarPTA'’s continued support of Fallsmead’s cultands and
other educational programs.

THE PTA WEBSITE HAS DONATION FORMS, A LETTER TO GE TO BUSINESSES AND A LIST OF
DONATIONS RECEIVED SO FAR. CLICK ON THE ‘SILENT AGTION’ LINK ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE PTA
HOMEPAGE. QUESTIONS? CONTACT JILL HERTZLER, CHAIERSON, silentauction@fallsmeadpta.orgr
240-505-3871.

Parent volunteers needed to escort Pizza Professairspeakers to classrooms
On February 20th, the 4th grade class will be hedriom several professionals during their luncth an
recess time. If you are available from 12:15-IpA%and would be willing to serve as a room aide (to
help escort speakers to their assigned rooms ast agth speaker or student needs during the
presentations), please contact Donna Wasdeomba R_Wasser@mcpsmd.ang301-279-4984 with
your availability.

Classics Basketball's AAU Team Tryouts for the SgrSummer season are being
held March 6-14, 2009 for both boys and girls frand grade thru 12th grade. For
more information, please visitww.classicsbb.com

Congratulations to our
February Drawing
Winners...

2008-2009 Fallsmead PTA Officers

Jordan Matus and
Meredith Murdock

Thanks to all the families who contributed
to the Box Tops for Education fundraising
campaign this month. As always, please
keep bringing in your boxtops -- and juice
pouches and pull tabs for collection, too.
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President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Vina Coonin
Michele Goodman
Betsy Meltzer

Andrea Samborn
Rahul Jain
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From the President

| wanted to thank Cindy Singman and Scott Hodes
for scheduling another fun family night at Calif@n
Pizza Kitchen. | also want to thank (in advante) t
following chairpersons Jolynn Tarwater and Sheara
Fewell (Science Fair), Deepa Parija (International
Night), Jill Hertzler (Silent Auction), and Eva
Cowen (Spring Fair). These events require an
extraordinary amount of planning and | know they
are each working hard to prepare for these events.

On Tuesday, Feb.3we had a great PTA meeting
where Mr. Payne reviewed the State of Fallsmead
with respect to our annual school improvement plan
(SIP). We are doing well but, of course, always
strive to do even better. Some of the things we
discussed were parent involvement and ways to help
support our children. During the discussion, some
parents commented that they feel ill-equipped to
help their children with their homework. If youele

the same and have ideas as to what support you
need, please email mprésident@fallsmeadpta.grg
and | will compile your ideas. | have also recéive
great constructive feedback regarding volunteer
requests.  Specifically, parents sometimes feel
uncomfortable volunteering because the request is
not specific enough. | will be working with the
committee chairs to see how we can add detail so
that it is easier for parents to determine whethey

can commit to a volunteer request. If you have
additional suggestions  to improve our
communication, please forward your ideas to me.

At Tuesday's meeting, we passed the revised PTA
by-laws that will be in effect for three years. tWi
this passage come two main changes for our PTA.
First, there will be three levels of the PTA: the
Executive Committee or EC, consisting of president,
two vice presidents, secretary, and treasurer; the
Board of Directors or BOD, including the EC,
MCCPTA delegates and parliamentarian; and the
General Membership (all dues paid members). The
Executive Committee elects the committee chairs.
Nominating Committee (NC) will be elected by the
current BOD in March and will create the Executive
Committee slate which will be voted on in May.
Note that someone may not be slated as an
Executive Committee position if they are serving on
Nominating Committee. If you are interested in
serving on the Nominating Committee, please let me
know.

The other major change to how our PTA does
business is that from this point forward, committee
chairs will need to submit a ‘plan of work’ before
they can spend their budget allowance. A plan of
work is a written statement which reports on the
committee’s plans to spend money. This statement
of work must be approved by the BOD before
monies will be reimbursed to the committee chair.
We will be working on a form for committee chairs
to use to make sure they capture the informatien th
BOD needs to grant spending approval.

If you have questions or comments, or would like to
submit your name for nominating committee, a
board of directors position or a committee chair,
please contact me airesident@fallsmeadpta.org
Thanks!

Again, thanks to the many, many volunteers
who work together to make Fallsmead great!

— Vina Coonin, Fallsmead PTA President

POMMUNITY service PROJECT

Thanks to all of the volunteers who made the Géorie
Happy Hats program a success for oi']rgﬁaders.
This program is a wonderful way for our students to
help ill children in our community!

This month, the Community Service Committee is
working with Interfaith Works to collect diapersrfo
local shelters in our area. Donations of sealed
bags/boxes of diapers (all sizes and brands) can be
dropped off in a box at the front of the schoolilunt
Friday, February 13. For more information contact
Diana Rabinowitz (drabinowitz17@verizon.heir
Laura Quam at_(quamfamily@comcast)nit you
have questions or want to arrange a drop-off.

For more information on any Community Service
project, please contact Lisa Merkin at 301-294-3632
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MUSIC VOLUNTEERS: Parent volunteers should cont&# ERYL ARELLANO (music) at
Cheryl_M_Smoker-Arellano@mcpsmd.dfg/ou are interested in volunteering for the doling:

2-3 parents to organize, collect, and setup refnesits (this does require contacting local
vendors for donations)

ART VOLUNTEERS: Parent volunteers should contactATRICIA TOUCHETTE at
Patricia_P_Touchette@mcpsmd.@agt) if you are interested in volunteering foe fiollowing:

5 - Middle school or high school students to heighviraming art work from 3:00-5:00pm on
March 9th and 11th.

5 - Middle school or high school students to assitt displaying the framed artwork on March
12th from 3:00-5:00pm.

6 - Middle school or high school students to assish the sales and art activity table at the
Festival as well as to assist with the disassembtiie art show. 6:30-9:30pm.

Parents to assist with the sale of framed artwafte( the student performances)

4 - Parents to assist with sculptural displays @id¥l 13 between 9:00-2:45.
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| am very excited to announce that in the springwilé have artist Jing-Jy Chen, an oriental bruginger,
conducting workshops with our first through fifthage students. This opportunity is made possheugh a
$1,000 grant from Target and additional fundingrfrthe Maryland State Arts Council, the City of Raidk and
our PTA.

The residency will begin on March"3and conclude on April ZBwith an opening reception the evening of April
28th from 6:00-7:30pm. The opening reception fa#ture all the artwork produced by the childrenirtuthe
residency as well as hands-on demonstrations. aks ¢f the residency, the fifth grade students witirk
cooperatively to create a mural that will be pererdly displayed in the school.

I am looking for parents who are willing to assisth:

Displaying the artwork between April 2through April 28..
Coordinating music and food for the opening reaapti
The in-school workshops (a schedule will be seméio

I received $500 through the Rockville Neighborhddchnt program, and a total of $3,300 in grantstfos
residency!

Please contact me if you are able to assist:
Patricia_P_Touchette@mcpsmd.amy(301) 279-4984




Math Lab Volunteers Needed

Fallsmead is planning to open the math lab (pildastlyear by 2nd grade) to all grades. Teachérbev
able to sign up small groups of students to usartath lab. The lab is too small to accommodate an
entire class. We would like for parent volunteerbe in the math lab during these group visitse Wil
provide training so that you are familiar with tmaterials in the lab. To learn more about the nhaith
and available volunteer times, go to http://wwwsliadeadpta.org. If you can help, please contagitBei
SanGiovanni or Shruti Taneja_at mathlab@fallsmesadpy Thanks!

Daily Schedule (sign up for weekly slots on any)day
9:00-9:30 am 2nd grade - open to any 2ndegsfigdents at this time
9:30-10:00 am open - any teacher can resemegithis time
10:00-10:30 am 5th grade - all sections
10:30-11:00 am 1st grade - all sections
11:00-11:30 am 5th grade (first block)

11:30 am -12:00 pm 4th grade - all sections

12:00-12:30 pm open - any teacher can reservaeglthis time
12:30-1:00 pm open - any teacher can resenvaglthis time
1:00-1:30 pm K - all sections

1:30-2:00 pm 3rd grade - all sections

2:00-2:30 pm open - any teacher can resarxiaglthis time
2:30-3:00 pm open - any teacher can resariaglthis time

2009 Fallsmead International Festival

Sunday, March 1%, 1:00pm to 4:00pm at Fallsmead Elementary School
Host a Country Participate in the Fashion Show
Crafts Prizes Ethnic Food Geography Bee Fashion Show

Indian Traditional Dances Martial Arts Demo Flamenco and more!

To host a country booth, volunteer or for more info, please contact:
Deepa at Deeparija@gmail.com or

Brigitte at bsangio@gmail.com

3 to 5 hours of Community Service Available!
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