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A monthly newsletter of the Fallsmead Elementary School PTA 
www.fallsmeadpta.org 
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January 2009 
 

 
 19 Monday 

No School--MLK Holiday 
 

20 Tuesday  
No School--Inauguration Day 
 

21 Wednesday 
5th Grade Celebration 
Organizational Meeting, 3:15 pm 
 

22 Thursday 
Instrumental Music Concert, 6:30 
pm in the APR 

 
23 Friday 

Second Marking Period Ends 
 

26  Monday  
No School--Professional Day 

 
29 Thursday 

California Pizza Kitchen @ Rio 
Dine-out/Fundraiser – all day 
Flyer Required. 
 

February 2009 
�

 2 Monday 
Staff Appreciation Gift 
Collection Begins 

 
 3 Tuesday 

Report Cards Distributed 
PTA Meeting, 7:15 p.m. in APR 
 

16 Monday 
No School – Presidents Day 

 
18 Wednesday 

Science Fair, 7:00-9:00 pm 
 

27 Friday 
Early Release Day – 12:35 pm
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Congratulations to our January Drawing Winners 
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Thanks to all the families who contributed to the Box Tops for Education fundraising 
campaign this month. Along with the end of last year’s collection and this month’s donations, we’ve 
earned $367 of the $800 goal set for the school year. Congratulations!  

Please have your children place the coupons in the blue Box Tops for Education collection box 
located in the front office. For ease of gathering,  place coupons in a small plastic baggy with the 
student’s full name and grade/teacher written on th e outside of the bag. 

Every cent collected for the school counts and is put to good use.  No amount is too small.   

For more information on how you can help our school earn cash through Box Tops for Education, 
contact Sabrina Altman, our Box Tops coordinator, at Sabrinaaltman@yahoo.com or visit 
BOXTOPS4EDUCATION.COM. 
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It’s hard to believe it, but it’s a new year!  January is 
off to a great start and many of our after-school 
programs have begun.  Thanks to Cindy Singman, 
Wende Schuster and Kathleen Barry for getting all 
of our programs and school space coordinated.  A 
special shout out to Stephanie Knauer who worked 
hard to bring a new program, Hip Hop, to 
Fallsmead, a highly anticipated after-school 
program!  The New Year also brings a renewed club 
– the chess club and we can thank Georgia Granthon 
for sponsoring that and bringing a neighborhood 
volunteer to teach the club.  Ellen Goldberg did a 
great job running a Fallsmead favorite program, 
BINGO – so I hope many of you got a chance to 
enjoy.  Thank you to 5th Grade Dinner Chairs Arlis 
Delappa, Cindy Henschel and Cindy Singman for 
organizing a bake sale to help fund the annual 5th 
grade celebration in June. 
 
For those with children in 3-5th grades, MSAs 
(Maryland State Assessment tests) are only 35 days 
away.  Please keep your eyes open for ways to 
prepare your child(ren) for these tests in March.  The 
PTA and school administration will be working on 
tips and tools to use with your children so that they 
feel confident and prepared for the tests. 
 
All good things must come to an end, including the 
term for this year’s PTA board.  We are already 
planning for next year’s PTA leadership.  In the next 
couple of months, the PTA will be electing a 
Nominating Committee to slate the next PTA board 
as well as help find committee chairs for  the 2009-
2010 school year.  Two committee chairs who are 
stepping down are Jenn Pisarra and Melissa Cetola 
who have run our monthly Kids Club for 2 years.  If 
you are interested in serving the community in this 
or another role, please contact me at 
president@fallsmeadpta.org.  Thanks! 
 
Thanks to the many, many volunteers who work 
together to make Fallsmead great! 

 
— Vina Coonin, Fallsmead PTA President 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A huge thank you to all of the generous Fallsmead 
Elementary School families who ‘adopted’ a family 
for the holiday gift giving program. The school was 
able to adopt 10 families this holiday season! 

The “Drink Pouch Brigade” needs you!  Ms. Hill 
and the second grade Recycling Rangers would like 
to invite all Fallsmead students to help save the earth 
one drink pouch at a time!  Students can now place 
all of their empty drink pouches (Capri Sun, Honest 
Kids) in the collection containers in the All Purpose 
Room!  Collect at home and bring the pouches to 
school.  The school receives 2 cents for each pouch.  
(All other pouches are worth 1 cent).  For additional 
information, please visit the program website at  
http://www.terracycle.net or contact Lisa Merkin at 
301-294-3632 or service@fallsmeadpta.org, or 
contact Ms. Hill at the school. 

For more information on any Community Service 
event, please contact Lisa Merkin at 301-294-3632. 
 

 
 

2008-2009 Fallsmead PTA Officers 
 

President  Vina Coonin 
1st Vice President Michele Goodman 
2nd Vice President Betsy Meltzer 
Secretary  Andrea Samborn 
Treasurer  Rahul Jain 
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Philanthropizza. 

Please join us at California Pizza Kitchen for a 
flavorsome fundraising event.  All you need to do is bring 
in this flyer on our scheduled date and present it to your 
server when ordering. 20% of your check will benefit our 

organization.  So come out and enjoy something 
delicious from the CPK menu.   

Your taste buds will thank you, and so will we. 
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California Pizza Kitchen 
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Thanks for the support. 

We can’t wait to see you. 

Donation amount excludes proceeds from tax, gratuity and retail purchases. 

Manager, please attach this flyer to the guest check.   

Valid for dine-in and take-out only. 

Event proceeds void if flyers are distributed in or near the restaurant. 
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A favorite fund-raising event at Fallsmead is our Silent Auction, which is held as a part of the annual 
Spring Fair and offers a relaxed approach to winning big!  We rely on Fallsmead Families help with 
securing donated items in order to ensure a successful event. 

Things are getting exciting.  This year we have a gift certificate for a Trapeze Flying class!!! Really!!  But 
we need more items in order for the Auction to be a success. 

Help make it happen.  There are donation forms in the kiosk as you enter the school.  Spring Auction 
donation forms may also be downloaded from the Fallsmead PTA Website.  Please put a form in your car, 
purse, briefcase, or backpack and be sure to present it whenever you are making a purchase in the 
Rockville area.  Please commit to procuring even just one item for the auction.  Your contribution is so 
important and can make all the difference. 

And remember, local businesses see this as a marketing opportunity… they appreciate learning about it 
and having the opportunity to have their businesses advertised and promoted (through their donations) to 
the desirable Fallsmead audience!  So don’t be shy!! 

Class Baskets.  PTA is seeking contributions to class baskets to be auctioned at the Silent Auction/Spring 
Fair.  Ideally, each grade, K through 5, will pick one theme and parents in that grade will be offered the 
opportunity to contribute items to the basket. Sample basket themes could include: Scrapbooking 
Bonanza, Spa for One (or Two!), A Taste of Italy (or Mexico or Thailand or just about anywhere), 
Doggie/Kitty Heaven, Movie Madness, School’s Out, Arts & Crafts, Computer Geek, and so much more! 
This is a purely optional activity.  Room parents will send information and coordinate donations for each 
grade as the date approaches. In 2008 the baskets generated significant enthusiasm about the auction!! 

For more information, contact Jill Hertzler at: silentauction@fallsmeadpta.org, or 240-505-3871. 

 

�



�

�


